NATIONAL VETERANS

MEMORIAL AND MUSEUM

Since 1956, the U.S. Department of Defense has used the NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) Phonetic Alphabet for all military communication. This helps avoid confusion while
sending messages, as some letters like T, B, and D often sound the same when spoken.

A

alpha

F G

foxtrot golf

M N
mike november

T U
tango uniform

TRY IT OUT

victor

C

charlie

india

papa

whiskey

* What does November Victor Mike Mike stand for?

* How would your name be spelled with this phonetic alphabet?

delta

J

juliett

Q

quebec

X

xray

*  What other words or messages can you spell with the phonetic alphabet?

L

lima

sierra

zulu

Flip this page over to learn more about the NATO phonetic alphabet, Morse Code, and using flags to communicate!
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