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Share Your Story with the NVMM

The National Veterans By adding your conversation to the NVMM Story Collection
Memorial and Museum Archive, it becomes part of the NVMM and broadens the stories
(NVMM) is partnering with we share for generations to come.

StoryCorps to collect,
preserve, and amplify the
stories and experiences
of our nation’s Veterans.

Contributing to the NVMM Story Collection is not an assignment,
it’s an opportunity for you to:

« Connect with Veterans in your family and community

 Help Veterans feel that the value of their service resonates
with the younger generation

- Participate in an intergenerational learning experience

« Shape history by contributing to the digital collection of
a national museum

» Do the work of an archivist and historian

« Become part of the next generation of storytellers

« Develop and sharpen social-emotional learning skills

« Share a conversation that will be accessible nationwide
fordecades

» Be heard

All those touched by military
service, including active
service members, Veterans,
spouses, children, friends,
and community members are
invited to participate.

- Create a StoryCorps Account
D - To get started, you will need to create a free account at

;uq;u OUR COLLECTION OF OVER +
4 ¥ 5,000 CONVERSATIONS f(( [ 4

archive.storycorps.org. This account will be used to prepare,
record, save, and share your interviews. You can also use it
to browse our collection and listen to stories that others have
shared. This step can be done on any device that connects to
the internet.

Once you go to archive.storycorps.org, click on the tab at the
top of the page labeled, “Log In,” and follow the instructions
to create your account.
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Preparing for Your Conversation
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Choose Your Conversation Partner

The NVMM Story Collection is not just for interviewing Veterans,
we also want to share stories told by family members and
friends of Veterans. Students should think about a Veteran in
their family or community who they would like to speak to about
their experience in the service. They can also speak to someone
in their family or community about a Veteran.

Some Helpful Questions to Consider:

« Who in your family has served in the military?

« Who in your family knows someone who served in the military?

- Are there any Veterans at your school or in your community
who you would like to learn more about?

« Do you have any friends who are in a military family and would
be willing to record a conversation about their experience?

Decide How You Want to Record

You can record in the same room as your conversation
partner, or you can connect from different locations. If you
are connecting from different locations, you will find a link
in the Virtual Recording Booth to send to your partner to
“meet you” there.

Schedule the Date and Time

Determine the best date and time to record your conversation
(set aside about 1 hour).

Prepare Your Questions

Use the Great Questions from the NVMM handout and the
Conversation Planning worksheet to generate a plan for your
conversation.
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Recording Day

Go to the NVMM Story
Collection page and ensure
you are logged in to your
account. When you and
your partner are ready,
click on the button labeled
“Begin Recording.” Follow
the instructions to start,
record, and preserve your
conversation.
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HOW TO RECORD YOUR STORYCORPS INTERVIEW

Thank you for choosing to record wour story as part of the NVMM Story Collection, This is your chance to preserve a meaningful
COMVErSAton with & Veteran of BNy person touched by military service about the stories and expanences of our NAtION'S Vitersns,

I you are ready to start your Interview, click "Begin Recording” below.

Or, road the steps on this page for more infarmation about the recording process.

Begin Recording

After Your Conversation

With your recording partner, discuss privacy preferences for the
conversation before uploading it to the NVMM Story Collection.

After you record your conversation, you will want to give it a
great title, summarize it, and add keywords (like tags) to make it
easier for your friends and family to find it online.

« Refer to the Keywording 101 for the NVMM handout at the end
of this document for tips.

« Make sure you include the branch of service of the Veteran
with whom you spoke or spoke about.

Students who publish their conversation should email teachers
the link to the recording.
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Conversation Planning

Getting Started

Consider the following
when preparing for your
conversation.

« With whom will you have a
conversation? What is that
person’s name?

« Why did you choose this
person?

« How old is your
conversation partner?

« In which branch of the
military did he or she serve?

+ If not speaking to a
Veteran, what is your
recording partner’s
connection to a Veteran?

« Where will you conduct
your interview?

W17,

Tip for Success

Use the back of this page
to jot down notes during
your conversation.

Question Preparation

In this section you will prepare 5-10 questions to ask
your partner.

Refer to the Great Questions from the NVMM worksheet
for inspiration. Then, write down your questions.

During your conversation, remember to ask follow-up questions
that may not be written here. Here some great follow up
questions to try:

« Can you give me an example?
« How did you feel when that happened?
« Can you paint a picture in words?

Write down your questions below.

10.
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Great Questions List

Many of the military service questions are
based on themes explored in the exhibits at
the National Veterans Memorial and Museum
(NVMM) and from the StoryCorps Military
Voices Initiative.

Military Service

When were you in the military? Which branch
did you serve in?

What motivated you to join the military?

How did your friends and family react when
you told them your plans to serve?

What was it like when you left home to begin
your journey in the military?

Tell me about basic training. Were you
prepared for military life? What were you
unprepared for?

Where were you stationed during your time
in service? What was your favorite or least
favorite place to be?

What jobs did you have in the military?
Describe your daily life while in the service.

If you served in combat and are comfortable
sharing, what was that experience like? When
and where were you in combat?

How did you stay in touch with friends and
family while in the service?

Describe your transition from military to
civilian life. Was it easy or difficult? Why?

What did you do after leaving the military?

« What lessons did your service teach you that
you still carry with you?

« What does your service mean to you?

Military & Veteran Family Members

These questions are great when speaking to a
family member about someone who served in
the military.

« What do you see as our family’s legacy? How
does military service influence that legacy?

« In which branches of the military have our
family members served?

« What was it like growing up with a family
member in the military?

« What lessons did you learn from the service
of a family member?

« Can you tell me about when you became a
military family member?

+ How did your life change when your family
member entered the service?

+ Do you have advice for other military family
members?

« Is there anything you wish service members
and civilians understood about being the
family member of a service member?

« Do you remember your favorite place you
lived? What was special about it?

« How did being a military child shape your life?

- Can you tell me about a person that you
felt understood by as the child of a service
member?

Continued next page =
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Continued from previous page.

« How would you like to honor or remember
your parent that served?

« Is there anything you wish your parent knew
about your experience as the child of a
service member?

Great Questions for Anyone

« Can you tell me about where you grew up and
what it was like? What are some memories
that stand out from your childhood?

« Who are some of the most important people
in your life? Can you tell me about them?

« What are some of the important lessons
you've learned? Can you describe something
you are proud of in your life? Do you have
any regrets?

« How has your life been different than what
you'd imagined?
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Title, Summary,
and Keywords

After you record your
conversation, you will

want to give it a great title,
summarize it, and add
keywords (like tags) to make
it easier for your friends and
family to find it online.

Just like using a #hashtag
on social media, tagging
your NVMM conversation
connects your story with
the stories of others across
cities, countries, and
cultures. These details will
add to the historical archive
and serve as guideposts for
future scholars who will use
keywords to search for and
discover your interview in the
Library of Congress’s digital
collections.

This is your chance to fill the
role of an oral historian as
you add your conversation
to the digital collection of
the NVMM.

This section provides some
tips on writing great titles,
summaries, and keywords.

TITLE
Interview titles are one sentence and refer to the main idea
of the interview.

Example
Jane Grey speaks with John Grey about his experience
inthe U.S. Army.

SUMMARY

Summaries are 4 to 5-sentence descriptions of the
conversation. Include the location and date of the conversation,
the names and basic autobiographical details of the
participants, and a general overview of the topics discussed.

Example

In this conversation, conducted in November 2024 in Columbus,
Ohio, Jane Grey (15) speaks with her grandfather John Grey

(75) about his experience serving in the U.S. Army during the
Vietnam War era. Mr. Grey shares stories about the friends he
served with and some difficult memories of combat. He also
talks about what it was like leaving the service and how he
found a sense of purpose in returning to civilian life. At the end
of the conversation, Ms. Grey and Mr. Grey share what it means
to them to be part of a military family.

KEYWORDS

Keywords should include basic places, people, occupations,
names of events (especially historical events), and any other
important themes or concepts mentioned in the interview.
For the NVMM Story Collection, it is especially important that
you include keywords including the branch of service and
locations served.

Example
Columbus, OH, U.S. Army, 1st Cavalry Division, Purple Heart,
Vietnam War, Vietnam, friendship, combat, Supporting
Veterans, Olentangy Berlin High School, National Veterans
Memorial and Museum

Continued next page =
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Continued from previous page.

Editing Your Interview

To edit your title, summary, image and keywords from a desktop
computer, log in to your account at archive.storycorps.org,

and click on the edit icon in the upper right-hand corner of

the interview.
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Tips for Success

« Try to provide 5-15 keywords.

« If you record in a language other than English, enter that language
as a keyword (e.g., Spanish, Mandarin, Arabic).

« Enter your keywords in the “general” keywords field.

« Add your state abbreviation (e.g., AK, CA, TX) in the “places” field.
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Sample Permission Slip

Dear Parents,

During this school year, our class will contribute to the digital collection of the
National Veterans Memorial and Museum (NVMM) by recording conversations
using StoryCorps.

Using computer or smartphone technology, students will record an interview
with a Veteran, or with someone who can speak about their memories of a
Veteran, in person or remotely using the free StoryCorps Connect platform.

These interviews are meant to foster meaningful connections between U.S.
Veterans, their families and communities, and the classroom, and create a
firsthand archive of American history and wisdom.

In order for your child to contribute to the NVMM Story Collection Archive, you
must acknowledge that they are not under the age of 13. If your child is between
the ages of 13 and 18, they will need your consent to register for an account

on the StoryCorps Archive platform in accordance with the terms of use.

I understand that this project will include my child recording an interview

with someone in their family or community and potentially taking a picture with
that individual. I understand that with the consent of all interview participants,
my child will have the option to publish the interview and photograph online

to a public website at archive.storycorps.org/client/national-veterans-memorial-
and-museum/.

I understand that the publication of the interview and photograph will result
in them both being archived in the American Folklife Center at the Library of
Congress and on the NVMM Story Collection page.

I also understand that publishing an interview online is not a requirement for
credit in this project and that my child will have the option to keep the interview
and/or photograph private if they or their interview partner desire. I hereby give
permission for my child to contribute to the NVMM Story Collection.

Student’s name

Parent/guardian signature Date
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