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National Veterans Memorial and Museum Offers Free Admission July 2026 

For Eligible Families Through America 250- 

Ohio 4th Grade History Pass Plus Program 
Free admission for Ohio 4th graders and their guests is thanks to program sponsors GE 

Aerospace, Nordson Corporation and Honda. 
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Columbus, Ohio — The National Veterans Memorial and Museum (NVMM) is 

inviting Ohio 4th grade families to explore local history for free this July through participation in 
America 250-Ohio’s 4th Grade History Pass Plus program. 

 
Available July 1–31, 2026, the 4th Grade History Pass Plus allows Ohio students who completed fourth 

grade during the 2025–2026 school year to receive free general admission at participating history 
museums and historic sites across the state, along with up to three accompanying friends or family 
members. 

 

Through the program, 4th grade families can visit the NVMM and experience immersive exhibits, 
hands-on activities, and inspiring personal stories that highlight the service of Veterans from every 
branch, background, and era of our nation’s history. All visitors will learn about American history 

through the voices of those who lived it while discovering the lasting importance of service, 
leadership, and civic responsibility. 

 
Through the 4th Grade History Pass Plus, students who have completed fourth grade in the 2025–2026 

school year may visit any of the approximately 41 participating sites throughout the month of July, 

bringing up to three guests or family members with them for free. The program is designed to be easy 
to access — passes are available to download digitally or print from america250-ohio.org/fourth-
grade-history-pass-plus-july-2026. A full list of participating locations is available on the website. 

 

The 4th Grade History Pass, launched by America 250-Ohio in February 2024, has connected 
thousands of Ohio fourth graders with the state’s rich history by providing free general admission to 
participating history-related museums and sites when accompanied by a paying adult. The new Plus 

program takes that mission a step further — making July 2026, the heart of America’s 250th 

anniversary summer, a moment for entire families to explore Ohio’s history together at no cost. 
 
“Fourth grade is the year Ohio students dive deep into the history of their state and their country, and 
we’ve seen firsthand how powerful it is when learning moves beyond the classroom and into the 
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places where that history actually happened,” said Todd Kleismit, Executive Director of America 250-
Ohio. “With the 4th Grade History Pass Plus, we wanted to give families the chance to make July 2026 
a month they’ll never forget — exploring Ohio’s incredible historic sites together, for free, during the 

most significant anniversary our nation has ever celebrated.” 
 
July 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, and America 250-Ohio has 
designed the month to be filled with opportunities for Ohioans of all ages to engage with history, 

community and celebration. Participating sites across the state — from the Ohio History Center and 

Cincinnati Museum Center to the Western Reserve Historical Society, Campus Martius Museum, Fort 
Meigs Historic Site and dozens more — offer immersive, hands-on experiences that bring Ohio’s 
contributions to the American story to life. 
 

The 4th Grade History Pass Plus is made possible through the generous support of program sponsors 

GE Aerospace, Nordson Corporation and Honda, whose commitment to Ohio’s communities and its 
future generations has helped make this expanded offering possible. 

 

Families can learn more about the 4th Grade History Pass Plus, download or print their pass, and find 
a list of participating sites by visiting america250-ohio.org/fourth-grade-history-pass-plus-july-2026.   

 
The 4th Grade History Pass Plus is valid for free general admission for one fourth grade student and up 
to three accompanying family members. The pass must be presented at the time of visit as either a 

digital version on a smartphone or a printed copy. The program is valid only for students who 
completed fourth grade during the 2025–2026 school year and is valid July 1–31, 2026, at participating 

sites. The pass is not valid for field trips or group visits. Additional restrictions may apply. 
 

About the National Veterans Memorial and Museum  

The National Veterans Memorial and Museum seeks to honor all Veterans, elevate their stories, and 
amplify the power of service for everyone, everywhere. The Museum takes visitors on a narrative 
journey telling individual stories and sharing experiences of Veterans from all military branches 

throughout history.  
 

The NVMM pays tribute to the sacrifices of men and women in service and their families. History is 
presented through a dynamic, participatory experience with photos, letters and personal effects, 
multi-media presentations, and interactive exhibits. Together, these elements link our national story 

of service to the larger context of the world. 
 
About America 250-Ohio 
In 2026, the United States is celebrating its semiquincentennial, which is the 250th anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence. Each state is creating a commemoration of this anniversary to reflect 
the unique character and contributions of each state over the past 250 years. Cenovus Energy has 
signed on as the Visionary Sponsor for Ohio’s statewide programming. The Ohio Commission for the 

Semiquincentennial (aka America 250-Ohio Commission or AM 250- OH) was created by the Ohio 
legislature and launched on March 1, 2022. The charge of the Commission is to “…to plan, encourage, 

develop, and coordinate the commemoration of the two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the founding 
of the United States and the impact of Ohioans on the nation’s past, present, and future.” — Ohio 
Revised Code (149.309). More information can be found at America250-Ohio.org. 
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