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National Veterans Memorial and Museum to Host Portraits of 

Courage, Traveling Exhibit of Works by President George W. Bush 
Special exhibit includes nearly 100 of the former President’s portraits and  

stories of America’s post-9/11 warriors. 
 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — The National Veterans Memorial and Museum (NVMM) today announced that it 
will host Portraits of Courage: A Commander in Chief’s Tribute to America’s Warriors, a collection of 

portraits by President George W. Bush on loan from the Ambassador and Mrs. George L. Argyros 

Collection of Presidential Art at the George W. Bush Presidential Center. Growing out of President 

George W. Bush’s personal commitment and the ongoing work of the Bush Institute’s Veterans and 
Military Families program, Portraits of Courage brings together sixty-six full-color portraits and a four-
panel mural painted by President Bush of 98 service members and Veterans who have served our 

nation with honor since 9/11, and whom the President has come to know personally since leaving 

office. The NVMM is the second venue selected nationwide to host the paintings this year. Portraits of 
Courage will be on display from August 8 through the end of the year.  
 

“We are extremely proud to bring Portraits of Courage to the National Veterans Memorial and Museum 

during this nationwide celebration of the country’s 250th birthday,” said Frederic Bertley, Ph.D., CEO of 

The National Veterans Memorial and Museum. “These powerful images, painted by President Bush, 
serve as a lasting tribute to the men and women who answered their nation’s call to service. We invite 
all Americans to visit and see these compelling portraits that exemplify their courage and sacrifice.” 

 

The Portraits of Courage exhibit comes to Columbus following an impactful two-year engagement at 

Walt Disney World Resort in Lake Buena Vista, FL. The exhibit will close at the American Adventure 

Pavilion in EPCOT on July 5. Since opening there in June 2024, the exhibit allowed millions of park 

guests a meaningful opportunity to experience stories of the courage, sacrifice and resilience of 

Veterans who served their country with honor. 

 

“It has been a privilege to host Portraits of Courage at Walt Disney World, and to recognize the 

incredible service and sacrifice of the people who serve our country,” said Jeff Vahle, president, Walt 

Disney World Resort. “We are proud to have helped share these stories with our Guests.” 
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Each featured painting is accompanied by the inspiring story of the warrior depicted, written by 
President Bush. As the stories unfold, readers and visitors will encounter the faces and the hearts of 
those who answered the nation’s call and learn of their bravery on the battlefield, their journey to 

recovery, and the continued leadership and contribution they make as civilians.  
 
In addition to the collection of portraits, the exhibit includes information and resources created by the 
Bush Institute’s Veterans and Military Families team that visitors can use to learn how to better 

support post-9/11 warriors in their communities. These resources are intended to help bridge the 

military-civilian divide.  
 
“Sharing Veterans’ stories through art, as President Bush has done so remarkably in this exhibit, is an 
opportunity to educate the public about the resilience our service men and women embody,” said 

Shilo Brooks, president and chief executive officer of the George W. Bush Presidential Center. “Having 

these portraits displayed at the National Veterans Memorial Museum is a fitting way to honor not just 
the Veterans depicted, but all Veterans and their commitment to protecting the many freedoms we all 

enjoy.” 

 
The paintings featured in Portraits of Courage are also the subject of a hardcover book by the same 

name, available now in stores and online. President Bush is donating 100 percent of his profits from 
the book to the George W. Bush Presidential Center, whose Veteran and Military Families work ensures 
that post-9/11 Veterans and their families make successful transitions to civilian life with a focus on 

gaining meaningful employment and overcoming the invisible wounds. Check-In, a tool for Veterans 
and their families to easily connect to no cost, high quality, mental and brain health care, is part of 

that work. To learn more about Check-In, visit www.veterancheckin.org.    
 

### 

 
About the National Veterans Memorial and Museum  
The National Veterans Memorial and Museum seeks to honor all Veterans, elevate their stories, and 

amplify the power of service for everyone, everywhere. The Museum takes visitors on a narrative 
journey telling individual stories and sharing experiences of Veterans from all military branches 

throughout history.  
 
The National Veterans Memorial and Museum pays tribute to the sacrifices of men and women in 

service and their families. History is presented through a dynamic, participatory experience with 
photos, letters and personal effects, multi-media presentations, and interactive exhibits. Together, 
these elements link our national story of service to the larger context of the world. 
 

About the George W. Bush Institute 
The George W. Bush Institute is a solution-oriented nonpartisan policy organization focused on 

ensuring opportunity for all, strengthening democracy, and advancing free societies. Housed within 

the George W. Bush Presidential Center, the Bush Institute is rooted in compassionate conservative 

values and committed to creating positive, meaningful, and lasting change at home and abroad. We 

utilize our unique platform and convening power to advance solutions to national and global issues of 

the day. Learn more at bushcenter.org. 

https://www.bushcenter.org/

