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COLUMBUS, Ohio – This September, the National Veterans Memorial and 
Museum (NVMM) and Columbus City Council will engage Columbus youth and 

families citywide in service and learning in recognition of the 25th anniversary of 

9/11. Through activations at schools, community centers and neighborhood 
locations across the city, young people and adults will learn about the 

significance of 9/11, the service and sacrifice of Veterans and first responders 

and the spirit of unity that followed the attacks in 2001. Residents will put that 
learning into action through projects supporting Veterans, military families, first 
responders and neighbors in need.  

By connecting remembrance with meaningful service, NVMM and City Council 
are helping a new generation understand why September 11 matters and how 

they can carry its legacy of service forward. Support for these programs was 
provided by 911Day.org and City Council. 

September 11 is federally recognized as the National Day of Service and 

Remembrance, established by Congress and the President in 2009 to encourage 
Americans to honor those lost and those who served in response to the attacks 

through acts of service, charity and remembrance. As the nation marks the 25th 

anniversary of 9/11, this citywide initiative will give Columbus residents — 

especially young people — a meaningful way to participate in this national 
tradition by turning remembrance into action and strengthening the same spirit 
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of service, unity, and compassion that brought Americans together following 
September 11, 2001. 

Leading up to 9/11 and throughout the month of September, the following 
Columbus community centers will host youth-service activities that support 
Veterans: 

• Holton                        303 N. Eureka Ave., Columbus, OH 43204 

• Dodge                         667 Sullivant Ave., Columbus, OH 43215 

• Sullivant Gardens  755 Renick St., Columbus, OH 43223                 

• Feddersen                 3911 Dresden St., Columbus, OH 43224 

• Carriage Place         4900 Sawmill Rd., Columbus, OH 43235 

• Lazelle Woods          8140 Sancus Blvd., Westerville, OH 43081 

• Gillie                             2100 Morse Road, Columbus, OH 43229 

• Linden                         350 Briarwood Ave., Columbus, OH 43211 

• Barnett                        1184 Barnett Rd., Columbus, OH 43227 

• Far East                       1826 Lattimer Dr., Columbus, OH 43227 

• Marion Franklin       2801 Lockbourne Rd., Columbus, OH 43207 

On September 11, more than 300 volunteers from Columbus will join the largest 

annual day of service in U.S. history, organized and led by the nonprofit 9/11 

Day, volunteers will pack more than 113,000 healthy, non-perishable meals for 

local families at risk of hunger. The meal packing will take place from 9 to 11 
a.m. in The Great Hall at the NVMM. All meals packed will be donated to the Mid-

Ohio Food Collective for distribution to individuals and families in need in 
Columbus. 

“9/11 was the worst day in America and yet, for a time, it became one of our 

finest moments,” said Columbus City Councilmember Nancy Day-
Achauer.  “Americans felt a renewed sense of community, purpose and 

compassion. This 9/11 Day event provides an opportunity for us to come 

together and rekindle that sense of purpose with simple acts of service and, 

hopefully, be inspired to continue performing acts of service in their 

community.” 

“To mark the 25th anniversary of 9/11, the NVMM has embraced the National Day 
of Service and Remembrance and partnered with Columbus City Council to 

honor the lives that were lost on that day, as well as the Veterans who stepped 

forward to protect our country,” said Dr. Frederic Bertley, CEO of the National 
Veterans Memorial and Museum. “Through this citywide service initiative, we will 



bring together hundreds of volunteers who want to make a positive impact on 
the community and revive the sense of unity, resilience, and hope that our 
nation experienced on Sept. 12, 2001.” 

Youth participating in the service activities on 9/11 at NVMM, will also see the 

Portraits of Courage Exhibition by President George W. Bush, which NVMM is 

hosting during the 25th anniversary of 9/11.  More information about that exhibit 
can be found here.   

About 9/11 Day 

Founded in 2002, the nonprofit 9/11 Day began and continues to lead the 

September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance ("9/11 Day"), now the 

nation's largest annual day of charitable engagement. In 2009, the U.S. Congress 

and the President of the United States enacted legislation formally designating 
September 11 as a National Day of Service, now observed by millions of 

participating Americans, businesses, educators and organizations each year in 

honor of the victims, survivors, first responders, and all who rose to serve in the 

aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. A documentary about 9/11 Day's history, 
mission, educational programming and future plans is scheduled for release in 

September 2026. 

About Columbus City Council 
Columbus City Council is the nine-member legislative body representing all 

residents of Ohio’s capital city. Councilmembers work to enact policies and 

make budgetary decisions that shape the future of Columbus, with a focus on 
fostering economic opportunity, enhancing public safety, investing in strong 

neighborhoods, and ensuring equitable access to city resources. Through 

legislation, community engagement, and collaboration with local leaders, 

Columbus City Council strives to build a more vibrant, inclusive, and resilient city 
for all. 

About the National Veterans Memorial and Museum  
The National Veterans Memorial and Museum seeks to honor all Veterans, 

elevate their stories, and amplify the power of service for everyone, everywhere. 

The Museum takes visitors on a narrative journey telling individual stories and 
sharing experiences of Veterans from all military branches throughout 

history. The National Veterans Memorial and Museum pays tribute to the 

sacrifices of men and women in service and their families. History is presented 
through a dynamic, participatory experience with photos, letters and personal 

effects, multi-media presentations, and interactive exhibits. Together, these 

elements link our national story of service to the larger context of the world.  
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